Reconstruction of the pharyngoesophagus with voice restoration.
Vocal rehabilitation is of great importance for patients to maintain life quality following surgical treatment of head and neck tumors. Although the tracheo-neoesophageal shunt is a possible solution for voice restoration after pharyngolaryngoesophagectomy, regurgitation through the reconstructed shunt easily leads to aspiration pneumonia. Therefore, prevention of reflux to the airway is essential in all reconstructive procedures for tracheo-neoesophageal shunt. This article reviews previous methods restoring speech function following pharyngolaryngoesophagectomy.